Pathology of premalignant colorectal neoplasia.
Colorectal cancer is a heterogeneous oncological disease that develops through several molecular pathways. Each pathway is associated with specific neoplastic precursor lesions. Classification of colorectal polyps and the molecular features of associated colorectal cancers have undergone significant changes. An understanding of colorectal carcinogenesis and the molecular features of colorectal carcinomas is now regarded as necessary for personalized treatment and management of patients with colon cancer, and even for patients undergoing screening colonoscopy for early detection and prevention of colorectal cancer. In the present review, we describe the pathological and molecular features of epithelial precursor lesions involved in the early phases of colorectal carcinogenesis.